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WELCOME

Welcome to our third newsletter. As the
spring is hopefully on its way and the days
get longer, we are excited to bring you the
latest news and updates from the parish
council.

The Council would like to welcome Guy
Baldwin as our new Councillor. Guy comes
with a wealth of experience and has been
living in the village for more years than he
cares to remember. We are all looking
forward to working with him.

Exciting progress is being made towards establishing a
. Community Village Shop, and we need your support to bring
this vision to life!

| Currently, we have 10 volunteers, but more hands are
needed to help move the project forward. If you have time
= and enthusiasm to spare, we would love for you to get

L & involved.

We have contacted the Parish Hall to explore the possibility of using one of the room to
house the shop. Additionally, a committee must be formed to oversee the setup and
running of the shop. If you are interested in being part of this committee, please step
forward!

Support is available from the Plunket Fund, which provides guidance and assistance for
community-led initiatives like ours. Members of the Council have visited and spoken with
other local community shops to understand best practices and how they operate
successfully.

To learn more about the Community Village Shop and to show your support, please join us
at the Annual Parish Assembly on Monday, 12th May @ 6:30pm in the village hall. This will
be a great opportunity to discuss ideas, ask questions, and get involved.



NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

Following the recent survey sent to all residents
regarding the playground, the Council is looking
to purchase new equipment based on
community feedback. The planned additions
include:

e A mud kitchen

e Atable tennis table
e A new picnic bench
e Musical equipment

The Council aims to have this new equipment installed within the next few months, creating a
more engaging and enjoyable space for children and families.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the survey and shared their thoughts.

WHITES HILL DEVELOPMENT

The proposed Hazeley Development at Whites Hill
is currently under discussion, with plans to build
one private house, one or two affordable homes,
and nine Class E commercial, business or service
units. These commercial units are intended to
replace the existing ones on a like-for-like basis,
ensuring no loss of business space in the area.
The parish council have expressed their concerns
on traffic and the existing access to the land due
to Whites Hill being a single-track road.

As part of the proposal, some land will be protected for biodiversity in perpetuity, helping to
safeguard local wildlife and green space. Additionally, a portion of land has been earmarked for
community use, though its final purpose has yet to be decided. Suggestions so far include
allotments, an orchard, or a wildflower area.

To ensure residents have a say in the development, the Parish Council recently sent out a survey
asking for opinions on the number of affordable homes that should be included and preferences
for the community-use land. The results will be shared with the developers and made available to
residents following the next Parish Council meeting.

More updates will be provided by the parish council as the plans develop.




LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME LOCAL COUNCIL

AWARD SCHEME

Following on from our report on submitting an application for the Foundation Local Council
Award in the August newsletter | am please to announce that the parish council were successful
in receiving the award.

Achieving the Foundation Level of the Local Council Award is a significant milestone for the
Parish Council, demonstrating that it meets high standards in governance, community
engagement, and service delivery.

What This Means for the Parish Council
¢ |t confirms that the council operates efficiently and transparently, following best practices in
financial management and decision-making.
e [t shows that the council has clear policies in place and actively engages with the community.
¢ |t enhances the council’s reputation, making it more eligible for funding and grant
opportunities to support local projects.

What This Means for Residents
e Residents can have confidence that their Parish Council is well-run and accountable.
e |t ensures that local decision-making is carried out in an open and structured way, prioritising
the needs of the community.
e |t encourages better communication between the council and residents, making it easier for
people to get involved and have their voices heard.

EMERGENCY PLAN

At the October meeting the Parish Council agreed to set up a small
working group to update the Emergency Plan. A dedicated Emergency
Plan Committee has been formed to oversee the process.

The group has been working hard to put together a comprehensive
emergency plan to ensure our community is well-prepared for any
“ situation.

As part of their efforts, the committee has been creating response cards for various emergency
scenarios, ensuring that clear guidance is available when needed. They have also been liaising
with local residents who have access to tractors and 4x4 vehicles, which could be invaluable in
situations such as severe weather or road blockages.

The final draft of the emergency plan is expected to be completed by the end of April and will
be published on the Parish Council’s website. In the event of an emergency, the committee will
take action to coordinate a swift and effective response.

Residents are encouraged to keep an eye on the website for updates and to email the clerk if
they have any resources or skills that may be useful in supporting the plan.




ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY

MONDAY 12TH MAY @
6:30PM

VILLAGE HALL

EVERYONE WELCOME

Annual Parish Assembly Monday 12th May @ 6:30pm — A review of the
Parish Councils year. Please come along to listen to a year in the life of
the Parish Council and to hear how the community shop is progressing
and how to volunteer.

We would like to see as many of you there as possible, there is time at

the end of the meeting for any questions you would like to ask the
Council.

TREE WORKS The Parish Council recently commissioned a tree

survey on all council-owned trees in the village, as
part of its ongoing commitment to maintaining a safe
FEN and healthy environment for residents. This survey,
"B' conducted every three years, provides a
~ comprehensive assessment of the condition of our
© village trees and identifies any necessary
1| maintenance work.

' Following the survey’s findings, essential tree works
have been scheduled to take place on Tuesday, 16th
April. Qualified Tree Surgeons will be carrying out a
- @y | range of tasks, that pose arisk due to disease or

B structural instability.

These works are essential to ensure the continued health of our trees and to prevent potential

hazards. The council appreciates the community’s patience and cooperation while the work is
carried out.

If you have any concerns or queries regarding the upcoming tree works, please contact the Parish
Council for further information. Thank you for your support in helping to maintain and protect our
village’s green spaces.




OWSLEBURY PARISH COUNCIL
CONTACT US !

If you would like to contact the Parish
Council please contact the Clerk by email:
clerk@owslebury-pc.gov.uk or telephone:
07869 814452.

If you would like to keep up to date with
Parish Council matters, please visit our
website at https://owslebury.org/. A
calendar of Council meetings can be
found on the website.

o

Members of the public are welcome to
attend all Council meetings. Agendas are
published on the website giving 3 clear
days’ notice prior to the meeting along
with draft minutes of the previous meeting
and meeting papers.

COUNCILLOR VACANCY

The Parish Council have a vacancy for a Councillor after Cllr Will Martin handed in his resignation
at the February meeting. The Council thank Will for all his hard work over the many years Will has
been on the council.

If you would like to become a Parish Councillor please contact the Clerk on clerk@owslebury-
pc.gov.uk

YOUR COUNCILLORS

Astrea Hurlock (Chair) : a.hurlock@owslebury-pc.gov.uk

Yassir Mahmood (Vice Chair) : y.mahmood@owslebury-pc.gov.uk
Mark Egerton : m.egerton@owslebury-pc.gov.uk

John Foster : j.foster@owslebury-pc.gov.uk

Guy Baldwin: g.baldwin@owslebury-pc.gov.uk

Paul Simmons : p.simmons@owslebury-pc.gov.uk


https://owslebury.org/

