
 

Set up September 2022 – after Eco Church Bronze award 

Working Group of Owslebury Parish Council 

Achieved Eco Church Silver award in December 2024  

Won a Mayor of Winchester Award in 2025 in recognition of our 2024 achievements 

Annually we run:  

o 10 meetings in the church with a WhatsApp group of 28 members 
o 4 Repair Cafés saving hundreds of Kgs of landfill 
o 2 Climate Cafés with diverse topics such as eco investing, sustainable 

hospitality / food waste, pollinator promotion, beekeeping, recycling, retro-fitting 
o Other events including: Bat walk, Swishing (fashion swapping), Mini beast talk & 

walk, village fete stand, litter picks (with OMCA) 

Initiatives we have set up: 

• GrOws Pub Community Garden – growing produce since Autumn 2024 and 
regular get-togethers 

• Infra-red camera available to borrow to assess areas of heat loss in the home 
• Planted five elm and lime trees in public spaces in November to help the white 

letter hair-streak butterfly 
• Sourced and distributed 129 elm trees for planting across the parish by land 

owners – the most by any community group in Hampshire. 
• Recycling Aluminium to raise funds for Hants & IoW Air Ambulance (outside the 

church and cans inside parish hall foyer) 
• Energy champion (Matthew Hickley) representing ‘My home made better’ – show 

and tell tours of homes in the parish where eco steps can be demonstrated. 
• Recycling of tetra packs for GrOws members and blister packs at Repair Cafes 
• Produce swap to prevent food waste – regularly over summer and autumn 
• Parish Pollinator Pledge to protect areas for pollinators with wildlife surveys and 

wildflower areas   
• Toilet twinning – funds raised for a toilet to be built in Botswana and twinned with 

a toilet in the village hall 


